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 The concept of “public licensing” is easy to grasp, but may be
difficult to put into practice. The main reasons are:
— People usually do not know copyrights very well

— Too many facets of copyrights (duplicate, distribute, exhibit, public
perform, make derivative works, etc.)

— New possibilities and ambiguities brought by information technologies
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Because of copyright concerns, content holders often
cannot release or further utilize what they have
digitized.
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Windows to content holdings

CC licenses adapted in Dec. 2006

— Excellent example in public
licensing

— CC License used: BY-NC-SA
No longer labeled as CC-licensed
since Feb. 2008

— Need to resolve various copyright
status of cultural artifacts

— Need to address various point-of-
views from content holders
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Il Standardized procedure




A. Is the artifact still under copyright protection?
B. If so, who have the rights?
 Several cases:

— Orphaned works, etc.

— You have some rights, ...

— You have the full rights, ...

* Use “template” copyrights transfer/license contracts to secure the
necessary rights
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A. Make sure you understand the Creative Commons licenses
— Do you have the rights to make the works available to others?
— Do you know what rights are given away under the licenses?
— Do you know that the licenses cannot be revoked?
B. Formulate your goals, evaluate the likely impacts, and seek the
necessary internal/external (political, legal, technical) supports

C. Select the licenses based on your intended goals
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A. Need to work with in-house and/or external
legal and IT experts

B. Need to make consistent labeling of the content
that is being CC-licensed
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» Policy formulation and standardized procedure
noth necessary in order to really put public

icensing in practice.

- Release as much as is practical now, but shall
always work to “do it better” in the future.
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